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Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt 
–cious or – tious  

Endings which sound like /ʃəl/  
(-cial and –tial) 

Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy  

Words ending in –ent, –ence/–ency  

Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, 
–ent, –ence/–ency  

Words ending in –able and –ible – 1  

Words ending in –able and –ible – 2 

Adding suffixes beginning with 
vowel letters to words ending in –fer  

Use of the hyphen. Words with 
the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c - 1  

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c 
(Exceptions) – 2. Words containing the  
letter-string ough - 1  
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1. vicious 
_________________ _________________ 

2. precious 
_________________ _________________ 

3. conscious 
_________________ _________________ 

4. delicious 
_________________ _________________ 

5. malicious 
_________________ _________________ 

6. suspicious 
_________________ _________________ 

7. ambitious 
_________________ _________________ 

8. cautious 
_________________ _________________ 

9. fictitious 
_________________ _________________ 

10. infectious 
_________________ _________________ 

Endings which sound like /ʃəs/ spelt  
–cious or – tious  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

vicious 

Not many common words end like this. If the root word ends in   
–ce, the /ʃ/ sound is usually spelt as c – e.g. vice – vicious, grace – 
gracious, space – spacious, malice – malicious. Exception: anxious  

vicious 

Buyer: Joanne Brooks (JoanneBrooks@saltaire.bradford.sch.uk)
Transaction ID: 9HA003275G759942X



© 2013 PrimaryClass.co.uk 

 

5 

 Purple Book Term 1 

precious ice pours  ________________ ice is loud ________________ 

a music oil ________________ but i aim so ________________ 

sivic ou ________________ cousin cos  ________________ 

a cut i ous ________________ use coin fit ________________ 

i sic outfit ________________ pic is sou us  ________________ 

d e l i c i o u s o f x 

s u o i t c e f n i i s 

u i q s q a j y o q c u 

o m x u n m l c z c t o 

i a j o v b n a x o i i 

c l k i g i s u r n t c 

i i c c h t n t o s i e 

v c p i d i d i n c o r 

t i c p f o i o g i u p 

r o l s f u a u s o s h 

t u p u r s e s w u d z 

e s o s y s u s i s g p 
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1. official 
_________________ _________________ 

2. special 
_________________ _________________ 

3. artificial 
_________________ _________________ 

4. partial 
_________________ _________________ 

5. confidential 
_________________ _________________ 

6. essential 
_________________ _________________ 

7. initial 
_________________ _________________ 

8. financial 
_________________ _________________ 

9. commercial 
_________________ _________________ 

10. provincial 
_________________ _________________ 

Endings which sound like /ʃəl/ 
(-cial and -tial)  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

–cial is common after a vowel letter and –tial after a 
consonant letter, but there are some exceptions.  

Exceptions: initial, financial, commercial, provincial. 
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rail tap ________________ tin foil dance ________________ 

ace lips ________________ no lip vicar ________________ 

can nail if ________________ fail foci ________________ 

fair italic ________________ micro camel ________________ 

set aliens ________________ tail in i ________________ 

d l v l d o l i p u l o 

b a c a i c a s a b a y 

f i o i i d i v r l i n 

i t m t n k c o t a t o 

n n m n i j n z i i r v 

a e e e t t i t f c a b 

n s r d i e v j i i p k 

c s c i a t o a c f o p 

i e i f l r r u i f r a 

a g a n p o p e a o o s 

l j l o o y y x l n m a 

w h f c l a i c e p s j 
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1. observant 
_________________ _________________ 

2. observance 
_________________ _________________ 

3. observation 
_________________ _________________ 

4. expectant 
_________________ _________________ 

5. expectation 
_________________ _________________ 

6. hesitant 
_________________ _________________ 

7. hesitancy 
_________________ _________________ 

8. tolerant 
_________________ _________________ 

9. tolerance 
_________________ _________________ 

10. substance 
_________________ _________________ 

Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Use –ant and –ance/–ancy if there is a related word with a /æ/ 
or /eɪ/ sound in the right position; –ation endings are often a 
clue.  
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pecan text ________________ not cereal ________________ 

ashen city ________________ serve bacon ________________ 

ban voters ________________ one exact tip ________________ 

not alert ________________ tube scans ________________ 

heat tins ________________ naive robots  ________________ 

m e m e m w v d j i k o e 

s e w c t z o h d w p f c 

u x e n n w b s u v u s n 

z p x a a e s u t r h h a 

d e p r v h e b o f e e v 

m c e e r s r s l a s s r 

u t c l e p v t e y i i e 

y a t o s j a a r g t t s 

f t a t b i t n a d a a b 

j i n z o g i c n y n n o 

j o t c o u o e t c c t h 

f n j n z q n i y a y c c 

k s i e i b f l y o o y t 
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1. agency 
_________________ _________________ 

2. innocent 
_________________ _________________ 

3. innocence 
_________________ _________________ 

4. decent 
_________________ _________________ 

5. decency 
_________________ _________________ 

6. frequent 
_________________ _________________ 

7. frequency 
_________________ _________________ 

8. confident 
_________________ _________________ 

9. confidence 
_________________ _________________ 

10. confidential 
_________________ _________________ 

Words ending in –ent, –ence/–ency  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Use –ent and –ence/–ency after soft c (/s/ sound), soft g (/dʒ/ 
sound) and qu, or if there is a related word with a clear /ɛ/ 
sound in the right position.  
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querf net ________________ con en tin ________________ 

cot finned ________________ final told nice ________________ 

en cagey ________________ ned yecc ________________ 

fenced coin ________________ nice con en ________________ 

cent ed ________________ quey frenc ________________ 

s k a b j u i a y k w c a 

j g w v c j v y c p c s y 

y d j b o c o c n z o q c 

l d g t n o e n e k n c n 

o f v n f n c e u o f n e 

n f h e i f n g q d i n c 

q r g c d i e a e e d a e 

x e o o e d c w r c e x d 

q q s n n e o b f e n j e 

k u c n t n n p i n c e e 

z e k i i t n m l t e q l 

k n e c a j i l y w l v z 

c t o a l t x x p n z s c 
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1. assistant 
_________________ _________________ 

2. assistance 
_________________ _________________ 

3. obedient 
_________________ _________________ 

4. obedience 
_________________ _________________ 

5. independent 
_________________ _________________ 

6. independence 
_________________ _________________ 

7. persist 
_________________ _________________ 

8. persistence 
_________________ _________________ 

9. insistent 
_________________ _________________ 

10. insistency 
_________________ _________________ 

Words ending in –ant, –ance/–ancy, –
ent, –ence/–ency  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

There are many words where week 3 and 4’s guidelines 
don’t help. These words just have to be learnt.  
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in icy nests ________________ ten pin ended ________________ 

sat saints ________________ spies centre ________________ 

its tennis ________________ bee on dice ________________ 

press it ________________ nice pen ended ________________ 

toe in bed ________________ cats in seas ________________ 

i t u e c n e t s i s r e p e 

s n w a d y c n e t s i s n i 

j e d x d u l x s g e q m v i 

w i x e d a o h h z h v o q o 

r d e a p s g e j j t o s h d 

p e w k h e o g p e r s i s t 

m b i o a h n t f b d n g k f 

i o g r t n e d n e p e d n i 

u t k t g t o b e d i e n c e 

u b r e o m p z s n k i d a z 

o i n d e p e n d e n c e r g 

c t n e t s i s n i f e z t k 

s y e c n a t s i s s a j h d 

t n a t s i s s a r h j k g x 

n v c v u a n v f i k e r k t 
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1. adorable 
_________________ _________________ 

2. adoration 
_________________ _________________ 

3. applicable 
_________________ _________________ 

4. application 
_________________ _________________ 

5. considerable 
_________________ _________________ 

6. tolerable 
_________________ _________________ 

7. changeable 
_________________ _________________ 

8. noticeable 
_________________ _________________ 

9. forcible 
_________________ _________________ 

10. legible 
_________________ _________________ 

Words ending in –able and –ible – 1  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

The –able ending is far more common than the –ible ending. As with –ant and –ance/–ancy, 
the –able ending is used if there is a related word ending in –ation. If the –able ending is 

added to a word ending in –ce or –ge, the e after the c or g must be kept as those letters 
would otherwise have their ‘hard’ sounds (as in cap and gap) before the a of the –able ending.  
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cob flier ________________ beach angel ________________ 

table role ________________ no air toad ________________ 

bee gill ________________ cap oil paint ________________ 

elite bacon ________________ palace blip ________________ 

a bad role ________________ describe loan ________________ 

m b l u y o g p b w z j g j c 

y l u a p p l i c a t i o n m 

j l a p p l i c a b l e c q y 

d c e f j d n e y b s e h d b 

p z l a d w o a t c a l d v c 

x m b c x q t c o p o b f n t 

s t a h s q i a l f w a b o q 

a i r a r f c i e a v r l i e 

l b o n l r e g r c e e b t l 

e y d g z b a v a r r d l a b 

g u a e q y b s b a k i s r i 

i w m a s b l w l c g s k o c 

b b a b y t e l e q b n r d r 

l m d l g h e c i v x o m a o 

e z l e m r g g p n k c h a f 
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1. dependable 
_________________ _________________ 

2. comfortable 
_________________ _________________ 

3. reasonable 
_________________ _________________ 

4. enjoyable 
_________________ _________________ 

5. reliable 
_________________ _________________ 

6. possible 
_________________ _________________ 

7. horrible 
_________________ _________________ 

8. terrible 
_________________ _________________ 

9. visible 
_________________ _________________ 

10. incredible 
_________________ _________________ 

Words ending in –able and –ible – 2 

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

The –able ending is usually but not always used if a complete root word can be heard before 
it, even if there is no related word ending in –ation. The first five examples opposite are 
obvious; in reliable, the complete word rely is heard, but the y changes to i in accordance with 
the rule. The –ible ending is common if a complete root word can’t be heard before it but it 
also sometimes occurs when a complete word can be heard (e.g. sensible).  
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slob pies ________________ any eel job ________________ 

bis live ________________ landed beep ________________ 

real bile ________________ i bled nicer ________________ 

re let rib ________________ floater comb ________________ 

broil her ________________ nobles area ________________ 

w d r g m t i o r o q q c d x 

k e m o d j p d e w w c d e r 

v p o y d p w e a d b o b s d 

z e i s y x d n s r h m g e k 

v n o z e d v j o s f f k i j 

l d h e l h e o n v a o u y k 

h a l l b o o y a b m r v z i 

y b r b a r s a b z w t l e e 

i l c i i r z b l x v a q h c 

m e v d l i f l e e y b e w q 

m i m e e b d e x l q l n l i 

m k r r r l d g i z c e i i z 

j v l c x e l b i r r e t j x 

o k s n g g x g v i s i b l e 

x v q i t n p o s s i b l e l 
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1. referring 
_________________ _________________ 

2. referred 
_________________ _________________ 

3. preferring 
_________________ _________________ 

4. preferred 
_________________ _________________ 

5. transferring 
_________________ _________________ 

6. transferred 
_________________ _________________ 

7. reference 
_________________ _________________ 

8. referee 
_________________ _________________ 

9. preference 
_________________ _________________ 

10. transference 
_________________ _________________ 

Adding suffixes beginning with vowel 
letters to words ending in –fer  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

The r is doubled if the –fer is still stressed 
when the ending is added. The r is not doubled 

if the –fer is no longer stressed.  
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ref ringer ________________ ferns trader ________________ 

fed per err ________________ reef eer ________________ 

re grip fern ________________ ref entrances ________________ 

red refer ________________ far rents ring ________________ 

fen creeper ________________ eer fencer ________________ 

i r e f e r r e d g t e r x q 

v m m e n t w e c n r p g z k 

h b j v t m x x y i r r n h p 

p y q c r u x y n r e e i p r 

j v i r a t l w d r f f r r e 

m t d g n r u d g e e e r e f 

q l y b s a q p n f r r e f e 

d x r t f n x a m s e r f e r 

a i u q e s h x q n n e e r e 

m x m d r f z a y a c d r r n 

v h l s e e i a j r e j p i c 

l s l f n r v z s t e u o n e 

r l u v c r m m v e e z w g b 

q h d b e e e e r e f e r c f 

q t w r q d d l n i n p s z p 
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1. co-ordinate 
_________________ _________________ 

2. re-enter 
_________________ _________________ 

3. co-operate 
_________________ _________________ 

4. co-own 
_________________ _________________ 

5. self-service 
_________________ _________________ 

6. deceive 
_________________ _________________ 

7. conceive 
_________________ _________________ 

8. receive 
_________________ _________________ 

9. perceive 
_________________ _________________ 

10. ceiling 
_________________ _________________ 

Use of the hyphen. Words with the /
i:/ sound spelt ei after c - 1  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

Hyphens can be used to join a prefix to a root word, especially if 
the prefix ends in a vowel letter and the root word also begins 
with one. The ‘i before e except after c’ rule applies to words 

where the sound spelt by ei is /i:/.  
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rer teen - ________________ le icing ________________ 

rice eve ________________ opera cote - ________________ 

iced eve ________________ fever slices - ________________ 

no cow - ________________ coated iron - ________________ 

ive creep ________________ nice cove ________________ 

n c v r u g d e c e i v e a o- 

c d o- e q a e b l a l e s t d 

u v z o e f i v d q c s q j x 

o p r g r t l y i i u x o- w m 

v w c m n d a r v e a z s c j 

e v b r w z i r l g c h f p m 

x r z w t k e n e u q n d e v 

c p e c w s i a a p p x o r f 

o- r l c f- k l r g t o v k c w 

o z h l e p q n e- v e o- x e e 

w f e g q i i g u e h g c i l 

n s v n s l v a w h n d a v o 

u i d r i u z e u x b t h e r 

y b y e n f u w v u t a e p u 

l f c f x u z q x h l z f r e 
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1. protein 
_________________ _________________ 

2. caffeine 
_________________ _________________ 

3. seize 
_________________ _________________ 

4. ought 
_________________ _________________ 

5. bought 
_________________ _________________ 

6. thought 
_________________ _________________ 

7. nought 
_________________ _________________ 

8. brought 
_________________ _________________ 

9. fought 
_________________ _________________ 

10. rough 
_________________ _________________ 

Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c 
(Exceptions) – 2.  

Words containing the letter-string ough - 1  

Practise writing the words. Try Look, say, cover, write, check.  

‘i before e except after c’ has some exceptions including either and 
neither if pronounced with an initial /i:/ sound. ough is one of the trickiest 
spellings in English – it can be used to spell a number of different sounds.  
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fine face ________________ hot thug ________________ 

oh rug ________________ to hug ________________ 

hot bug ________________ to ripen ________________ 

is zee ________________ fog hut ________________ 

go hunt ________________ hot grub ________________ 

b p c l f k y s t j f c i x s 

h e g j d t y f i d o a n a v 

s b v g m s p d p n v u i j q 

x j t n c a f f e i n e e k y 

i p s t c r z v z y t h t i r 

k b m h i e e z i e s a o q j 

z m y g w i t r q f p t r d t 

m i a u b h w g m q v s p h n 

b e u o h n e h g u o r g u g 

e d q f c d s p i n o u g h t 

o o t h g u o h t d o t a o t 

p j k t h g u o b o l g e g r 

b r o u g h t c q q p y r n e 

k j c j h a r l s q o d n r b 

j l b b v v n x m u n b g j s 
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